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Maya Goldstein



The Process

• Broad sector-wide stakeholder consultation

• Expert Advisory Group comprising 23 global experts in SRH

The Criteria

➢ The SRH area is a significant health issue affecting people in LMICs

➢ There is a need for new products (i.e. there is no existing product, or improved or additional products

are needed to meet the needs of people in LMICs)

➢ 7 issues and associated products gaps

➢ Surveyed the sector for investments made FY2018

To be included in the report, R&D must be for:

➢ Products that are appropriate to and suitable for LMIC contexts (for example: heat stable, easy-

to-use, or do not require a skilled professional to administer them)

SRH survey scope



SRH R&D investment overview 2018 (USD)

HIV/AIDS
$1,442m

Platform 
technologies

$23m

Multipurpose 
prevention 

technologies
$48m

HPV & HPV-
related 
cervical 
cancer
$52m

Core
funding
$20m

Contraception
$64m

Sexually 
transmitted 
infections

$71m

Unspecified
$1.1m

Pre-
eclampsia

$12m PPH
$4m

Orange text 
references the 
other figures 

from the 
questionnaire



• Most spent on short-term methods ($24m, 37%) –

mostly drugs e.g. 6-monthly injectables, once-

monthly pills.

• Then on long-acting reversible methods (LARCs,

$18m, 28%) – mostly devices & combination

products. e.g. IUSs and vaginal rings with longer

duration. **Annovera, the 1-year heat-stable vaginal

ring is now FDA approved (2018).

• Much smaller amounts to on-demand methods

($3.7m, 5.7%) – mostly devices e.g. new or improved

barrier methods with user experience in mind; and to

innovative, non-surgical permanent methods ($3.6m,

5.6%).

• 71% ($46m) female vs 14% ($9.2m) male – although

latter an evolving area of research. e.g. NES/T gel.

What was $64m spent on?



14 funders (including aggregate industry) in 2018

• Gates Foundation ($24m, 37%) and US NIH ($21m,

33%) were dominant funders – largely unchanged trend

of philanthropic and public sector support.

• But there was some interest from industry ($8.6m,

14%) – notably women-focused SMEs.

• 99% HIC public sector from US

Who provided the funding?

Top funders of contraception R&D 2018

Contraception R&D funding by sector 2018



70 recipients in 2018 – top 12 made up 85% of total

• Aggregate industry = 20 pharmaceutical companies ($26m) –

40% of all funding received

• But FHI 360 was the largest single recipient ($8.6m, 13%) –

mostly for CTI Initiative (Gates) and Envision FP (USAID)

• Public ($27m, 42%) and private ($26m, 40%) sector orgs near-

equal, but intermediaries play important role ($11m, 18%)

Who received the funding (and did the R&D)?

Top recipients of contraception R&D funding 2018

Contraception R&D funding by recipient sector 2018



Access to the data 

G-FINDER SRH report

(planned biannually) 

www.policycuresresearch.org/analysis

G-FINDER data portal 

(planned annual update)

https://gfinderdata.policycuresresearch.org/

http://www.policycuresresearch.org/analysis
https://gfinderdata.policycuresresearch.org/


Calliope and CTI Exchange
Amelia Mackenzie, FHI 360



pipeline.ctiexchange.org

Note: We continue to add new entries and update the Calliope database. 
Slides presented here are illustrative and do not reflect a final version of the site.

https://pipeline.ctiexchange.org/


















pipeline.ctiexchange.org

Note: We continue to add new entries and update the Calliope database. 
Slides presented here are illustrative and do not reflect a final version of the site.

https://pipeline.ctiexchange.org/


Other databases: CITDBase (www.citdbase.org)

http://www.citdbase.org/


Other databases: MPT Product Development
Database (mpts101.org)

http://mpts101.org/


www.ctiexchange.org

https://www.ctiexchange.org/




Donor perspective on contraceptive R&D
Kirsten Vogelsong, The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation



Reflections on contraceptive R&D: 
Past and future
Laneta Dorflinger, FHI 360



5 things to be 
excited about 

in 
contraceptive 

R&D

• Public-sector funding has fueled research on 
contraceptive innovation for several decades and 
continues

• Philanthropic foundations are increasing investments in 
contraceptive R&D

• Novel partnerships are expanding (NGOs, academia, 
pharma, foundations, public sector) and donor 
coordination increasing

• Funding for discovery is growing, with focus on targets 
for non-hormonal approaches (male and female)

• User-centered design is being emphasized, helping 
ensure products will meet user needs and desires 
(including potential non-contraceptive benefits)



Panel discussion and Q&A



Thank you

cti@fhi360.org

@CTIExchange @PCuresResearch

https://www.linkedin.com/in/cti-exchange-5549b2198 https://www.linkedin.com/company/policy-cures-research

info@policycuresresearch.org

mailto:cti@fhi360.org
http://www.twitter.com/ctiexchange
http://www.twitter.com/@PCuresResearch
https://www.linkedin.com/in/cti-exchange-5549b2198
https://www.linkedin.com/company/policy-cures-research
mailto:info@policycuresresearch.org

